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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

JOHN S. COMPTON 

 

Education  

Harvard University   Earth Science    Ph.D.  1986 

University of California, San Diego  Chemistry/Earth Science   B.A.  1981 

 

Professional Background 

2004-present Associate Professor, Department of Geological Sciences, University of Cape Town 

1996-2003 Senior Lecturer, Department of Geological Sciences, University of Cape Town. 

1992-1996 Associate Professor, Department of Marine Science, University of South Florida. 

1994 (Jan.-April) Visiting Research Associate, Environmental Defense Fund, New York City. 

1986-1992 Assistant Professor, Department of Marine Science, University of South Florida. 

1981-1986 Ph.D. Dissertation, Harvard University:  Early Diagenesis and Dolomitization of the   

  Monterey Formation, California. 

 

Areas of Specialization 

Low-temperature and sedimentary geochemistry of marine sediments. 

Geochemical cycles and Earth history. 

 

Professional Societies – Offices held 

American Geophysical Union 

Southern African Society for Quaternary Research (SASQUA) President 2003-2005 

SCOR (Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research) Executive Committee 2008-2012 

South African National Committee member 2005-2012; President 2009-2012; 2013-2015 

Geological Society of South Africa (Council Vice Chair of the Western Cape Branch 2005-2011) 

 

Teaching Experience 

University of Cape Town (1996 to present) 

 Course Convenor:   Introduction to Earth and Environmental Sciences (GEO 1009F/ERT 1009F) 

 Honours Module:    Marine Geochemistry 

 Course Lecturer:     Stratigaphy and Economic Geology (Geo3001S), Exploration and Environmental 

Geochemistry (GEO 304F) (1996 to 2001)  

University of South Florida (1986 to 1996) 

  Developed two graduate courses:  Geochemistry of Marine Sediments 

        Diagenesis Seminar 

  Team-taught departmental core course:  Geological Oceanography 

 Awards  Certificate of Recognition in Education, Graduate Council and Graduate School, University of 

 South Florida (1994) 

Harvard University (1984-1986) 

  Graduate Student Teaching Fellow 

  Senior Honours Thesis Advisor 

  Geology Tutor/Undergraduate Advisor, Currier House, Harvard College   

 Awards  Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Committee on Undergraduate Education, Harvard 

 University 1983 

 

Cruise/Field Experience 

 

Jan.-Feb. 2003 R/V METEOR Cruise M57-1 to study the Quaternary history of upwelling along the western 

  margin of South Africa and records of continental - marine connections. 

Jun.- Jul.1993  R/V JOIDES Resolution   Inorganic geochemist on Ocean Drilling Program Leg 150  

  to study the sea-level history of the New Jersey margin. 

June  1991 R/V Bellows  -  Co-chief scientist on a seismic survey of the east Florida coast. 

June  1989 Invited participant in joint U.S.-Japanese seminar and field workshop entitled "Neogene  

  siliceous sediments of the Pacific Region," Santa Cruz, California. 

Sep.-Oct.1988 R/V JOIDES Resolution  Inorganic geochemist on Ocean Drilling Program Leg 123 to 

  study the Argo Abyssal Plain and Exmouth Plateau, northeast Indian Ocean. 

May  1988 Invited participant in IGCP Project 156 workshop "Genesis of Cenozoic Phosphorites 

  and Associated Organic-Rich Sediments:  Peruvian Continental Margin," Lima, Peru. 
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Mallinson, D. J., J. S. Compton, S. W. Snyder and D. A. Hodell.  1994.  Strontium isotopes and Miocene 
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 Drilling  Program, Scientific Results, 150: College Station , TX (Ocean Drilling Program), 311-328. 
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