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Africa is an amazing continent and it is difficult for anyone living here not to get 
drawn into its story of human origins. Ultimately this book owes its inception 

to the many interactions I have had with colleagues and students over the last 20 years 
teaching and doing research at the University of Cape Town. One of the pleasures of 
academia is the freedom to follow one's interests and to work in an environment that 
supports and encourages discovery, learning and debate. I have benefited from teach-
ing first-year undergraduate students, supervising postgraduate students, participating 
in field excursions, attending seminars from multiple disciplines, having access to a 
world-class library, as well as many other enriching aspects of working at a university. 
The University of Cape Town not only provided a rich setting for my own learning, 
but also provided financial support, along with the National Research Foundation of 
South Africa, to fund students and research projects, as well as granting me a year’s 
sabbatical for the writing of this book. 

I have truly enjoyed writing this book and I owe many people thanks for helping 
me along the way. Many friends, family members, students and colleagues provided 
valuable feedback on the science, the writing and the book’s design. These include 
my academic colleagues who read and commented upon the individual chapters:  
Hayley Cawthra, F.P.D. (Woody) Cotterill, Christopher Henshilwood, Andrew Kan-
del, Andrew Knoll, Kathy Kuman, Marta Lahr, Russell Martin, Michael Meadows, 
John Parkington, Jayne Wilkins and Sarah Wurz. Becky Ackermann kindly provided 
a critical and thorough review of the entire book. I also benefited from discussions 
over the years with Graham and Margaret Avery, Anusuya Chinsamy-Turan, Shadreck 
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Chirikure, Nick Conard, Erich Fisher, Charles Griffiths, Antoinette Jerardino, Timm 
Hoffman, Richard Klein, Curtis Marean, Alex Mackay, Jason Orton, John Rogers, 
Judy Sealy, Brigitte Senut, Theresa Steele, Sophie von der Heyden and Royden Yates. 
Alison Paulin edited and proofread the final draft and Regine Lord helped with sort-
ing out all of the references.

One of the aspects early readers insisted upon was that the book be illustrated. 
Good advice, but it was a huge task and I have many to thank for providing key  
images (refer to illustration credits which follow). In particular I thank James Ber-
range, who creatively and imaginatively did much of the artwork for this book, as well 
as giving much-appreciated advice on layout and design. Jenny Wheeldon also helped 
out with the layout and design of the book. Advice on various aspects of publishing 
were provided by Arthur Attwell and Henri Pieterse. For access to material, I thank 
Victoria Gibbon, Department of Human Biology at UCT; Jayne Wilkins, Kerryn 
Warren and Louisa Hutten, Department of Archaeology at UCT; and Eugene Bergh, 
Wayne Florence and Elizabeth Hoenson, Iziko Museums of South Africa. I am grate-
ful to those institutions (Iziko Museums of South Africa, NASA, National Library of 
South Africa and the Smithsonian) and to those artists who provided high-resolution 
images at no charge or for a reduced fee. Thanks to the many who have made their 
images available through Wikipedia and Flickr. Mike Golby is thanked for his encour-
agement and for creating a website for the book (www.humanorigins.co.za). I also 
thank Nicky and Greg Swiel for their support and for providing a quiet retreat where 
I could do the final edit of the book. 

I dedicate this book to my parents, and especially to my mother, whose loving sup-
port and advice continue to inform and guide me. Finally, I owe a very special thanks 
to my wife, Lisa, for reading the many drafts and for always providing invaluable 
feedback on all aspects of the book. This book would not have been possible without 
her love and tolerance of my obsession to write it.  
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